
For nearly three years, DirectDefense has provided security 
assessments for a large financial institution, testing upwards 
of 40 web applications each year. DirectDefense has served as 
this organization’s top vendor, performing regular security tests 
for both pre-production and post-production web applications, 
mobile applications, API’s and thick client applications.

To ensure the security of these applications and effectively 
identify any critical vulnerabilities, DirectDefense draws upon a 
breadth of expertise in testing applications both in the financial 
sector and across other industries. 

Being able to identify specific vulnerabilities during these 
particular application security assessments has helped achieve 
key milestones for this client.

How DirectDefense Delivers 
Measurable Security Results 
Year-Over-Year for a Large 
Financial Enterprise 
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FINDING CRITICAL 
VULNERABILITIES THROUGH 
A WEB APPLICATION 
SECURITY ASSESSMENT

Financial Data and the Integrity of Customer Accounts

Personally Identifiable Information (PII)

Intellectual Property

Key Protections:



Preparation

Delivering Expertise as an  
Application Security Vendor

Having performed application security assessments for  
a variety of clients in different industries, DirectDefense is 
uniquely positioned to work with this financial institution for  
its many applications. 

As part of our engagements, the DirectDefense team performs 
comprehensive security assessments to identify any threats that 
could negatively impact the organization’s security posture, 
and provides guidance and strategic support to resolve and 
remediate issues. 

Through our assessment process, our team has discovered 
critical vulnerabilities that provide attack vectors that a suitably-
skilled adversary could leverage to gain unauthorized access  
to sensitive data. 

When we conduct application security assessments, we apply  
a process that provides a turnkey solution that helps 
organizations address their risks and mitigate them. For  
these engagements, our turnkey solution specifically focuses  
on protecting their financial data and customer account 
integrity, PII, and intellectual property. 

Our approach creates an efficient and effective way to become 
part of the security in our clients’ software development lifecycle. 

Execution

Conducting Thorough Application 
Security Assessments

During the engagement, our team identifies that there is a high 
level of risk attached to the web applications used throughout 
this institution. Some of these findings include:

Our approach creates an efficient 
and effective way to become part 
of the security in our clients’  
software development lifecycle. 

Broken Access Controls: This vulnerability 
would allow low-privilege users to gain 
unauthorized network access.

Endpoint Exploitations: Some endpoints 
allowed for potential infiltration into  
the network.

Weak Authentications: The use 
of erroneous passwords or other 
authentication vehicles can make it easier 
for an attacker to compromise private 
user accounts.



Maintenance

Creating a Pathway for Application Security

DirectDefense is committed to helping organizations obtain 
greater security through a manageable project plan, with 
strategic implementations over time. 

Our turnkey solutions, applied through a long-term partnership, 
have helped this client achieve a more streamlined approach 
to securing their web applications. We have essentially become 
a part of their internal secure software development life cycle, 
which can make a sizeable difference in both identifying 
vulnerabilities and remediating them in an effi cient and 
effective manner.

The DirectDefense team also maintains high-quality customer 
service that not only keeps the lines of communication open 
but helps make the internal processes smoother. Our goal is to 
protect an organization’s reputation and streamline its entire 
approach and response to security vulnerabilities.  

Regular application security assessments are important to 
ensure that vulnerabilities are identifi ed and mitigated before 
they become a larger issue. Building security into the software 
development life cycle is much easier, and cheaper, than 
retroactively fi xing security issues at the end of the process.

Contact Us Today!
How secure are your web apps? If you’d like to know how a web application security assessment 
can help protect your organization, let’s talk. Visit directdefense.com or call 1 888 720 4633.
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DirectDefense is committed to 
helping organizations obtain 
greater security through a 
manageable project plan.


